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WHO CAN PREDICT WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Mark 13:1-13 

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple 

13 And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, 

what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do 

you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that 

will not be thrown down.” 

Signs of the Close of the Age 

3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and 

John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what 

will be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5 And Jesus 

began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my 

name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7 And when you hear of wars 

and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet. 

8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 

earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of 

the birth pains. 

9 “But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be 

beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to 

bear witness before them. 10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 

11 And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious 

beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not 

you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12 And brother will deliver brother over to death, 

and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 

death. 13 And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to 

the end will be saved. 
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Will the world come to an end five weeks from now, Dec. 21, 2012?  

 

Well, some folks down in Houston have an answer. At the Houston Museum of Natural 

Science, they’ve begun an exhibit on the Maya calendar. The exhibit is designed to 

tell the whole story behind the myth that this Central American civilization somehow 

predicted doomsday. Visitors to this exhibit get to walk through darkened halls lined 

with pottery, jade carvings and black-and-white rubbings of jungle monuments. They 

sit in replicas of the large, mural-filled buildings that still grace the jungles of Mexico. 

Replicas of large pyramids explain how the Maya tracked the sun’s progress in the sky, 

helping them to know when the rainy season would begin and when to plant the corn.  

 

But visitors to the exhibit will not receive survival kits. No information will be provided on 

how to find emergency water or how to cook with a solar oven. There will be no books 

in the museum gift store with titles like How to Build a Bomb Shelter or Will I Survive 2012.  

 

Because every visitor who goes through this exhibit should come away with one 

thought: The sun will rise on Dec. 22. As the museum director says, “The Maya calendar 

is real, and a segment of it does end on December 21, but the Maya calendar doesn’t 

stop there, so nobody ought to be afraid of what Dec. 21 will bring because there will 

be a Dec. 22 and, yes, there will be a Christmas.” 

 

At least, that’s what it says on our calendar. Who really knows the future? I mean who, 

really, can predict what’s going to happen?  

 

Jesus’ disciples Peter, Andrew, James, and John, seemed genuinely shocked. Jesus 

said the Temple was going to be destroyed. Now, His disciples could have named a 

number of Jewish insurrections against Roman rule, including that of Barabbas. Still, it 

did not occur to any of them to predict that one day the Romans wouldn’t put up 

with any more insurrections. And would demolish every last rebel stronghold, including 

the Temple in AD 70. 
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“There will not be one stone left upon another.” (Mark 13:2) Jesus’ prophecy reminds 

us that God alone knows what’s going to happen. His Word is our only guide to the 

future. This morning’s Scripture readings speak about the future and about the end of 

the world, though not about the specifics of everything that will happen. Their concern 

is not about America, the European Union, Russia, or China. Rather, their concern is the 

future reign of God and what will become of the faithful and what will become of the 

proclamation of the Gospel. 

 

But the Lord does give us some worldly signs of the end, not to tickle our curiosity but to 

warn us. The Lord warns us regarding the end of the world, because there will always 

be people who try to predict what’s going to happen. Those siren voices are seductive. 

Jesus says, “they will lead many astray.” (Mark 13:6)  

 

There are the siren voices that seduce us by saying; “God wants you to have your best 

life now.” They smile a lot, which is encouraging but also seductive. And they use 

Jesus’ words, and they quote from the Bible. Though you will never hear them quote 

words like, “And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been…” (Daniel 

12:1) Or, “And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake.” (Mark 13:13) Instead, they 

speak of peace and comfort, of material wealth and boundless health, predicting 

that all these will be yours when you obey God. They twist Jesus’ teachings into claims 

He never intended. And they will lead many astray. 

 

There is a different kind of siren voice that alarms us with fear. These are the voices that 

flood us with the latest statistics, predicting that we won’t be able to reach young 

people with the Gospel, predicting that we will be overwhelmed and drowned by 

growing numbers of unbelievers, predicting that we won’t be able to teach God’s 

Word publicly. Their message of fear is seductive. It’s contagious. And it can cause us 

to stray from our true mission.  

 

Now, their predictions may come true, or their predictions may not come true. God 

alone knows the future. But regardless of what will happen Jesus says, “Do not be 

alarmed! Do not be anxious!” (Mark 13:7,11) Why shouldn’t we be? Because the true 

Temple still stands, who said, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it up in three days.” 

(John 2:19) The true Temple, for our straying, was destroyed on the cross to take away 
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our sins and was raised in three days. The true Temple still stands. Among the warnings 

He gives us about the end He speaks also promises. He makes these promises in a 

voice that is clearly heard among the false predictors and siren voices of this age. 

 

I remember such a clear voice from when I was in the Army. My unit of one thousand 

soldiers had gone out to Fort Irwin, California for one month. To the National Training 

Center in the dry, dusty Mojave Desert. For the first few days and the last few days of 

the exercise they put us under desert shades. They were something like super long 

carports. Row after row after row of our tiny pup tents would be lined up in the sand 

under those desert shades. And every morning at 0-dark-thirty, the first sergeants 

would get us up. You’d hear them all yelling, “Get up! Get up!” But among all of their 

voices you’d hear one first sergeant singing, unaware of anything like key or pitch, 

“Oh, what a beautiful morning! Oh, what a beautiful day!” And let me tell you, many 

who were asleep in that dust awoke to his voice.  

 

Jesus’ voice will be clearly heard on this earth right up to the very end. His voice will be 

heard through the proclamation of His Word. He says, “The Gospel must first be 

proclaimed to all nations before the end of the world.” (Mark 13:10, Matthew 24:14) 

Isn’t it reassuring to us that among all of the dire signs He gives announcing the end of 

the world -- seductive voices, wars, rumors of war, earthquakes, famines -- there is one 

positive sign that will last, the Gospel will prevail, the Gospel will be proclaimed to all 

nations before the end of the world, Jesus’ voice will be heard? Isn’t it reassuring to us 

that even though heaven and earth pass away, God’s Word will not pass away? 

Nor will faith pass away. The clear voice of Jesus promises it. Among all the false 

predictors, fear mongers, and siren voices of this age, the clear, strong voice of Jesus 

says to us: “He that shall endure to the end, the same shall be saved.” (Mark 13:13)  

 

Shall endure! People of faith in Jesus shall endure! Nothing, not even the terrible things 

He lists as warning signs of the end, shall be able to separate us from God’s love in 

Christ. (Romans 8:39)  
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We shall endure even the time of trouble such as never has been. The Lord promises, 

“But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found 

written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake.” 

(Daniel 12:3) “For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God.” 

(1 Thessalonians 4:16) 

 

Amen! 


